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Some Things Never Change 

But most things do change.  And right now everything feels like 

change.  2009 brought a lot of change to my life:  Four teenage 

children, first teenage driver, starting a new decade of marriage 

(our third) and a new decade at Trinity (second). 

And to our world: a new president, an economic crisis, increased global ter-

ror threat. 

And to our church: a beloved pastor and dear friend is leaving, economic 

environment has delayed building, and we even changed the newsletter lay-

out! 

You can add your own list.  Most people agree: we are in a time of unprece-

dented changes – from global realities to personal situations, change seems 

unprecedented. 

Dr. Gary Hamel, Professor of Strategic and International Management at 

London Business School (and devout Christian) offers hope for churches 

turbulent times:  “Maybe we should feel lucky – unprecedented changes 

bring unprecedented opportunities but you have to have unprecedented 

strategies.” 

I’m not sure “lucky” describes my feeling toward the challenges 2010 will 

bring to Trinity, but I do feel blessed. 

We have significant challenges.  But we also have significant assets to meet 

those challenges: competent and gifted lay leaders God is using to shepherd 

this body through the months ahead, quality staff sharing the work (and joy) 

of ministry, and a congregation seeking to follow Christ in mission. 
(Continued on page 2) 

éraising up  
faithful servants  
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This is Greg’s story, a single Sioux County resident in his 20s.  

Greg grew up in a Christian family and did the “church thing.”  

He came to Northwestern as a college student where he studied a 

variety of subjects and met a variety of people.  Since graduating in 2007 he has 

had a number of jobs working at coffee shops and restaurants.  You won’t find 

Greg in any of the plethora of church services on Sunday morning because he 

doesn’t think that it really makes a difference.  “I just hear the same things over 

and over, I’d rather just sleep in.”  He also has expressed his frustration with the 

church’s judgmental atmosphere and hypocrisy that he sees.   

When I think about Greg the thing that frustrates me is not how he sees the 

church, but how his perception of the church has become a stumbling block to 

having a relationship with Jesus.  I think church can very easily become some-

thing that is for the “insiders.”  Think about it.  Church has it’s own music, lingo, 

stories, and culture.  In church we often talk different, behave different, have dif-

ferent expectations, and then we judge people who decide to walk away from our 

congregations.  This Christian culture isn’t a bad thing necessarily, but it makes 

people who aren’t immersed in it feel like outsiders. 

The Journey, a new service of Trinity launching January 17th, wants to try and 

break down this insiders view of looking at Christianity, and try to come as fel-

low journeyers to learn how to live and how to love.  Our hope is that this will 

help reclaim some of those de-churched people in our community that have left 

or have been pushed out of our doors.  We want to create a safe place to question 

and walk together through the different twists and turns of life.  We are also 

thinking that this service will be a way for us to offer a different experience for 

those currently attending our worship services.   

At Trinity, our goal is to bring people to Jesus, not to have a high attendance at 

our church services.  Jesus is ultimately the one that changes lives, not worship 

services.  So whether you continue to attend Trinity’s morning worship services 

or decide to become a part of The Journey, our goal is that you would grow 

closer to Jesus.   

And there are some things that never 

change: chief among them, the power 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to transform lives. 

As we walk into a new year, my invitation for us is to keep our lives tethered 

to the Gospel while we follow Christ in times of change. 

For Christ in 2010, 

PastorStory cont. 

WorshipStory by Andy Keller 

 

 

December 6 Congregational Meeting 

 

2010 Elders:  Rick Clark (leadership 

team), John Buntsma, Dick Van Holland, 

Shirley Van Wechel. 

2010 Deacons:  Amy Schutt (leadership team), Pat Brenneman, 

Shonna Hector, Kim Jongerius. 

 

2010 Finances: The congregation approved a Benevolent Budget of 

$262,000 (10% increase) and General Fund Budget of $563,000 

(3.75% increase). 

 

Facility Update:  The total cost estimate for our proposed facility is 

just over $5,400,000.  This is greater than our original intent of not 

exceeding $5 million.  The Leadership Team will be recommending 

that the congregation reject Cogun’s offer.  We will have a special 

congregational meeting on January 10 for that reason. 

 

December 15 Leadership Team 

 

Regular offerings continue to be about 8% ahead of last year.  We 

will likely not reach our budget, but will use some reserves to cover 

all of our 2009 commitments.  Open Doors commitments have con-

tinued to be on schedule. 

 

2010 Officers:  Verlyn Netten (Vice President), Ross Simmelink 

(Clerk), Jeff Guthmiller (Deacon Chair), Bill DeBoom (Treasurer). 

 

Staffing: The Leadership Team will recommend to consistory form-

ing a search committee for an Associate Pastor to fill the vacancy 

left by Jon Nelson and to move Karen Clark to full time through 

May to fill the vacancy left by Shelly Nelson. 

 

Rev. Perry De Groot, representative of East Sioux Classis, met with 

our Leadership Team to officially dissolve the pastoral relationship 

between Jon Nelson and Trinity Reformed Church.  Our officers 

and Jon signed a “Covenant of Separation” (required by Classis) 

stipulating that Jon cannot provide pastoral services to Trinity Re-

formed Church after December 31 without prior consent of the 

board of Elders. 

ConsiStory 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

       
 
 

1 
Happy New 

Year! 
 

2 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
      
 

3 

COMMUNION 
Installation/Ordination of Elders/Deacons 
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
No Children & Worship or Christian 

Education 
 

    

  4 
 
6:30 PM Consistory Meeting - Family 

Center 
7:00 PM. - Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women -  Game Room  
 
 

  5 
 
6:30 PM VP3 Year 2 - 

Prayer room 
 

  6 

10:00 AM - Bi-Lingual Knitting 
Class - Family Center 

6:30 PM VP3 - Family Center 
7:00 PM Prayer Team - Prayer 

Room 
 
No Childrenô s Programs 
 

There WILL be MS Youth on Fire 
and Breakaway for HS 

7 

 
10:00 A.M. Spanish Bible 

Study - Family Center 
7:00 P.M. - Worship Team 

Rehearsal- Sanctuary 
 
 

8 
 

9 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
    

 

10   
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 
6:00 P.M. Hofmeyer Bible Study - Family 

Center 
Small Groups in homes and at church. 

  11     
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Piece Makers Quilting 

Group - Student Center  
7:00 P.M. Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 
 

  12  
6:00 AM Leadership 

Team - Family 
Center  

8:15 AM Womenôs Bible 
Study - Family 
Center 

6:30 P.M. VP3 Yr 2 - 
Prayer Room 

  13 
10:00 AM Bi-lingual Knitting 

Class - Family Center 
 
See Wednesday evening church 

schedule in box above!  

14 
10:00 A.M. Spanish Bible 

Study - Family Center 
12:00 P.M. Staff Luncheon 

Meeting - Student Center 
2:30 P.M. Trinity Seniorôs 

Fellowship - Family Center 
7:00 PM Worship Team 

Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
 

15 
 

   

16  
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17  
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 
4:30 P.M.  Journey - Video Venue 
 

   
 
 
 

 

18  
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 
7:00 PM New Members Seminar - 

Family Center 
8:30 PM Mission Team Meeting - 

Family Center 
 

 

19  
8:15 AM Womenôs Bible 

Study - Family 
Center 

6:30 P.M. VP3 Yr 2 - 
Prayer Room 

  20  
 
See Wednesday evening church 

schedule in box above!  
 
7:00 PM Prayer Team - Prayer 

Room 
 

 

 

21 
10:00 A.M. Spanish Bible 

Study - Family Center 
12:00 P.M. Spanish Ministry 

Meeting - Family Center 
2:00 P.M. Womenôs Bible 

Study of the Minor 
Prophets - Family Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 
Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

22 
 

 

 

23 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

  

24  8:45/11:00 AM Worship 

10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 
4:30 P.M. Journey - Video Venue 
6:00 P.M. Hofmeyer Bible Study - Video 

Venue 
Small Groups in homes and at church 

31 8:45/11:00 AM Worship 

10:00-10:50 Christian Education 
4:30 P.M. Journey - Video Venue 
Small Groups in homes and at church 

25 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Piece Makers Quilting 

Group - Student Center  
7:00 PM Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 
7:00 PM Bethany Adoptive Moms 

Support Group -  Family Ctr 

26 
6:00 AM Leadership 

Team - Family 
Center 

6:30  P.M. VP3 Yr 2 - 
Prayer Room 

27 
 
See Wednesday evening church 

schedule in box above!  

28 
10:00 A.M. Spanish Bible 
Study - Family Center 
7:00 PM Worship Team 

Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

29 
Y.O.F. Winter 
Burst Retreat 
at Jan 29-31 

30 
9:00 PM Silent 
Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

Wednesday Evening Activities:  6:30 p.m. VantagePoint3 - Family Center 
    6:30 p.m.  Rainbow Club ages K-5th Grade - Kidsô Center/Pottersô Workshop 
    6:30 p.m.  Youth on Fire MS Students - Student Center 
    8:00 p.m.  Breakaway HS Students - Student Center 

January 2010 



  
 

 

An Update from the Buteyns in Oman 

Monday, December 14, 2009 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Christmas Season in Oman is very busy and intense. 

Ironically, we have more freedoms here to talk about Christmas as op-

posed to "holidays" than we do in the USA. 

The choirs from our church sing Christmas Carols actually about Jesus 

(not just Santa) in hospitals, malls, hotels, and even in schools. 

It is quite surprising and refreshing. 

 

One of the highlights so far was Christmas Joy. It is a program done 

by the Protestant Church in Oman, the church that I am serving. 

 

Last Friday, we had 500 women who are laborers from India, Pakistan, 

and Bangladesh, and are very poor. Most of them live in camps that are 

not wonderful. We had a dinner party for them with music, food, great 

door prizes, dancing, and a wonderful gym bag filled with gifts. It began 

to rain   in the middle of the event but it didn't dampen the moment. 

They went home with smiles, a sense of being valued and important and 

Christmas Joy. It was very powerful and moving for the over 100 

volunteers. It gave Linda and me a great sense of Christmas and a bless-

ing for having made a difference and demonstrated love in the eyes of 

the Omanis. 

 

The greatest gift of this Christmas will be our kids coming to visit. Les-

lie arrives on the 19th for 10 days. Erik arrives on the 4th of January for 

about 8 days. We are excited to see them and for the time to 

see where we are and what we are doing. 

 

Christmas this year reminds us how much we miss all of you. 

It reminds us of the great gift of Christ's love and grace that has changed 

our lives. It also reminds us of why we are here and what we 

have to give. 

 

We pray for you... please continue to pray for us. 

 

                        MERRY CHRISTMAS AND LOVE! 

                           JACK AND LINDA BUTEYN 

MissionStory 
This month we study the virtue of discipline - ñdoing 

what you need to do now so you can grow stronger.ò 

  

Our memory verse is: “Training the body has some 

value. But being godly has value in every way. It prom-

ises help for the life you are now living and the life to 

come.” 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV 

 

Sundayôs Bible Stories for K-5  
1/10 - Take It In (Jesus tempted in the wilderness) • Matthew 4:1-11 

1/17 - Send It Up (Disciples ask Jesus how to pray) • Luke 11:1-4 

1/24 - Talk It Over (Peter states who Jesus is) • Matthew 16:13-17  

1/31 - Let It All Go (The widow’s mite) • Mark 12:41-44  

 

Rainbow Club begins again on Wednesday, January 13th. 

¶ The first rotation (K-2) is ”Wisdom from Jesus” (Acts 17:16-34) - I can ask 

Jesus to help me be wise and know the best way to tell about God. 

¶ Our memory verse:  Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders; make  

the most of every opportunity.”  Colossians 4:5 

 

Check out this month’s Parent Link on Trinity’s website. 

Parents: The second half of the school year is nearly upon 

us with January right around the corner!  This also means 

that summer plans will soon be made for family vacations, 

camps, trips, etc.  A lot of information will be coming  your 

way in in the next month about events that are being offered 

for both Y.O.F. and Breakaway this summer.  Look for in-

formation coming home from your son and/or daughter, in-

formation in the bulletin, and information on the Trinity 

website.  Here are a few definite dates of trips that students will have the opportu-

nity to participate in: 
 

Youth on Fire (6th-8th): 

¶ Winter Blast Retreat Jan 29-31- information is out! 

¶ Power Connection July 27-Aug 1- information coming 

Breakaway (9th-12th): 

¶ LOH Retreat April 23-25- LOH participants only! 

¶ HIS Work Camp June 19-27- information coming 

¶ Project Timothy July 7-21- information coming 

¶ Haiti Trip- dates TBD 
 

Youth on Fire (6th-8th)       Breakaway (9th-12th) 

JANUARY 6- MEET AGAIN! 

JANUARY 13- Y.O.F. Winter Blast Registrations Due 

JANUARY 20 

JANUARY 27   

www.trinityoc.com/youth.html  


