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May, 2010 
Dear Trinity Church, 

 

What I wrote in the March ñpenò about our facility decision is still 

appropriate (it was just before we hit a 6-week pause button).  So I 

want to repeat some of what I wrote then: 
 

How do we decide what God is saying?  God sometimes uses direct 

visions through dreams (Paul in Acts 16:9) or angels (Mary in Luke 

1:26) or the flipping of a coin (Exodus 28:30).  That would be easy! 

 

But other times we see two common threads:  one is prayer.  Jesus went away to 

pray before he chose the disciples (Luke 6:12) and before he died (Luke 22:39).  

The apostles prayed before choosing a replacement for Judas (Acts 1:24).  Another 

thread is through the collective wisdom of the body ï as in the Jerusalem Council 

(Acts 15) or the elders Paul appointed in churches (Acts 20:28).  These groups 

pray, they fast, they discuss, and they decide. 

 
In our life together, we have prayed, we have studied, we have made plans for a 

new facility on Jay Avenue.  In March, our elders and deacons recommended to 

the congregation that we implement those plans.  Now the congregation needs to 

decide.  Here again is how weôll discern Godôs voice to us: 

 

April 21  ï All Trinity members received a letter with the recommendation (extras 

are on the table in the Video Venue). 

 

April 25 - May 9 ï The Facility Oversight Team placed a number of ñwhite pa-

persò in the Video Venue.  This information answers some of the most common 

questions.  I suggest you pick up a copy and read through them.  Visit 
www.trinityopendoors.net/ to see all the materials online. 

 

May 2 ï 6:00 p.m. ï Weôll gather to hear from one another, as well as try to an-

swer any questions people may have.  Child care will be provided. 

 

May 2-9 ï Week of 24/7 prayer.  Sign up for an hour on the chart in the narthex 
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WorshipStory by Andy Keller 
Of all the months in the Orange City Calendar year, I think 

that May is the busiest.  December and Christmas time are 

busy as well, but itôs hard to compete with Northwestern 
finals and graduation, high school graduation, Memorial day weekend, 

Motherôs Day, and I feel like Iôm forgetting something elseé  May is that 

last crazy push before summer sets in.   

The same is actually true for the Church calendar.  Often forgotten amid the 
graduations and Tulip festival are two church holy days that often get over-

looked at least in our context: Ascension Day and Pentecost.  Maybe weôre 

just not that liturgical or charismatic to make a big deal out of these days, 

especially since we just finished the season of lent, Palm Sunday, and Easter 

last month. 

Isnôt it significant to know that not only is our Lord still living (unlike Laza-

rus who also experienced a resurrection), but also that we have His Spirit 

with us as well?  Our God is not just a God that created everything, or just 
saved us, or just forgave us. He is a God that is still working, loving, forgiv-

ing, reconciling, and forming us today.  That gives me hope.  Hope that one 

day I can become more than I am right now, hope that this life I lead is 
about more than just biding my time till I get to heaven, hope that the 

church of Jesus Christ is more than the sum of its fallible parts. 

And as Paul says to the church in Rome, ñOur hope does not disappoint us 

because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given us.ò  The Holy Spirit that we celebrate coming to us at 

Pentecost is not only Godôs gift to the church, but it is Godôs agent of 

change in the hearts of His people and those who arenôt His people yet.  I 
sure am glad that our unchangeable God is working to change my heart and 

just doesnôt leave me the way I am today. 

or call the church office.  You may pray at church or home.   

 

May 9.  Trinity members will vote yes or no on the recommen-

dation.  Ballots may be picked up any time during the morning and placed in the 

ballot box.  Absentee ballots will be welcome, too.  Simply contact Laurie Kurtz in 
the office or Clerk of Consistory Ross Simmelink. 

 

May 10.  As one body united in Christ, weôll follow Christ in mission together 

wherever the Spirit directs us. 

 

      To the King! 

 ...continued  
 
 

 
 

 

       2010 May Consistory 
 

The Consistory did not meet as a whole in April so that the elders and deacons 

could spend more time in other areas of ministry. 

 

Deacons Update 

Finances: Giving is a bit behind last year, year-to-date, but so are expenses. 

Began making plans to partner with ZESTOS, a para-church ministry, to 

provide food for people in need. 

Finalized plans for the hamburger feed and benefit auction. 

Approved re-doing and fixing some of the landscaping around existing 

sanctuary. 

 

Elders Update 
Met with 6 students making profession of faith.  All six were welcomed 

into the church on Youth Sunday. 

Approved upcoming baptisms for April 18 and May 9. 

Assigned Dick Van Holland and Ross Simmelink to review our member-

ship rolls and bring them up to date. 

Assigned Ray Weiss and Anne Mead to work with Rob Vande Lune in as-

sessing the discipleship materials of High School students. 

Assisted Pastor Jon with counsel and prayer regarding his conversations 

with Faith Reformed Church. 

 

Leadership Team Update 

Went over details for Trinityôs involvement in General Synod this summer. 

Made plans for personnel annual evaluations. 

Upon Pastor Jonôs decision to remain at Trinity, re-engaged in search for an 

associate pastor and the time line for facility decision making. 

Associate pastor search is conducting first-round phone interviews with a 

several candidates. 

Facility decision making timeline will be a letter to congregation April 21, 

meeting on May 2, and vote by ballot on Sunday morning, May 9. 

 

 

 

 

ConsiStory 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
  

     
   1 

 
      
 

2 Communion 

8:45/11:00 AM Worship 

10:00 -10:50 AM Christian Education 
4:15 PM Student Ministry Appreciation 

Dinner - Family Center 

6:00 PM Congregational Facility Meeting 
- Student Center 

    

  3 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
6:30 PM Consistory Meeting - 

Family Center 
7:00 PM - Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women -  Silviana 
Segades  

 
 

  4 
8:15  AM - Womenôs 

Bible Study - Family 

Center 
 

  5 

10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 
Family Center 

6:30 PM MS Youth on Fire - 
Student Center  

7:00 PM Prayer Team - Prayer 

Room 
8:00 PM HS Breakaway - 

Student Center 

6 
10:00 AM Spanish Bible Study 

- Family Center 

6:30 PM Library Meeting - 
Family Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 

Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
 

7 
  

8  NWC 
Graduation 

    

9 Mothers Day 
ñBallot Voteò on New Facility 

8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 
 

 
 

  10   
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Piece Makers Quilting 

Group - Student Center 
7:00 PM Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Silviana 
Segades 

  11 
  6:00 AM Leadership    

Team - Family 

Center 
 
 

  12  
10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 

11:00 AM Feed Tulip Festival 
Carnival Workers - Outside 
on Sidewalk 

9:00 PM Breakaway Night 
Show Fundraiser 

 

 

13  Tulip Festival  
10:00 AM Spanish Bible         

Study - Family Center 
7:00 PM Worship Team 

Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

9:00 PM Breakaway Night 
Show Fundraiser 

14 Tulip 
Festival 
9:00 PM 

Breakaway 
Night Show 
Fundraiser 
 

   

15 Tulip 
Festival 

9:00 PM 

Breakaway 
Night Show 
Fundraiser 
 

16   
11:00 AM Community Worship Service - 

City Park (no services at Trinity) 

 

 

17 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Silviana 
Segades 

8:30 PM Mission Team Meeting 
Family Center 

 

 

18 
8:15 AM Womenôs Bible 

Study- Family 

Center 
 

  19 
10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 

7:00 PM Prayer Team - Prayer 
Room 

 

 

20 
12:00 PM Spanish Ministry 

Meeting - Family Center 

2:00 PM Womenôs Bible Study 
of Biblical Angels - Family 
Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 
Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

21 
 

 

 

22 
Hector/Van 
Wyhe 

Wedding at 
Alton Ref 
Church 

 

  23 MOC-FV Graduation 
9:00 AM/10:30 AM Worship (Summer 
Schedule) 

     
_____________________________ 

30 
9:00/10:30 AM Worship 

24 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Bethany Adoptive Moms  
Support Group - Family Center  
7:00 PM Piecemakers Quilting - Student 
Center 
 __________________________ 

31 Memorial Day  
Church Office Closed 

25 
6:00 AM Leadership 

Team - Family 

Center 
 

26 
10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 

 

27 Unity Graduation 
7:00 PM Worship Team 

Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
 

28  
OC 
Christian 
8th Grade 
Graduation 

29 
Elgersma/
Vander Zuiden 

Wedding at 
Trinity 

May 2010 



 

 

MissionStory This month we study the virtue of: Patience ï 

ñwaiting until later for what you want now.ò 

Memory Verse: ñThe end of a matter is better than itôs 

beginning. So itôs better to be patient than proud.ò  

Ecclesiastes 7:8, NIrV 
 

Sundayôs Bible Stories for K-5  
 

(5-2)  If you donôt wait, it could cost you. Remember what Esau traded away for a 

bowl of soup because he let his stomach go to his head? (Genesis 25). 

(5-9)  Donôt get tired of doing the right thing. If only the Israelites had kept on 

following God instead of the crowd! (Exodus 19:32). 
 

HATS OFF TO THE VOLUNTEERS WHO SERVED SO 

FAITHFULLY THIS YEAR  IN RAINBOW CLUB!!  
 

K-2 Team: Sherri De Boom, Cheryl Buntsma, Berdella Brown, 

Haley Hector, Rebecca Super, Sarah Kanoy, Kalie Elgersma  

and Michael Andres. 
3-5 Team : Darlene Jensen, Joan Andres,  

Diana Van Ravenswaay, Aleigh Ascherl, 

Sunny Moss, Kelly Heemstra, Lois Estell,  

Shannon and Craig Beaty, Sean Howe, 

Jeff Swart, and  John Buntsma. 

Y.O.F. Parents: 
One of our recurring shortcomings for Y.O.F. is not having any 

fundraisers to help offset the cost of trips throughout the year,  
especially Power Connection.  One of the things we are going to 

try this summer is operating the concession stand at the Monday 
night church league softball games.  This league runs for 13 

weeks and we would simply ask two families each week to 

work a one hour and forty-five minute shift to cover the games 
from 6:30pm-9:30pm.  Your family will be receiving a schedule via postal mail and 

email concerning the details and potential schedule for working the church league soft-
ball concession stand. 
 

Many potential activities are in the works for this summer.  Look for more details on the 

ParentLink newsletter and calendar coming out. 
 

Youth on Fire (6th-8th): 
May 5ï Final Night- Gross Games 
 

Breakaway Parents: 
Several things are happening as we begin to wrap-up the school year and ñofficialò 
Wednesday night programming.  Please be aware of the miscellaneous calendar things 

coming and also look for more specific details about our 7 Sunday Nightôs of Summer 
for High Schoolers that will run during June and July. 
 

Breakaway (9th-12th): 
May 5 Senior Nightï Capture the Flag @ Kinderspeelland 

May 12-15ï Night Show Fundraiser 
May 19ï High School Praise & Worship @ 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. at New Hope 

May 23ï Senior Sunday 

  Missions Team report, 4-19-10 

 

 

  Missions team prayerfully approaches summer. 

 
Hopes are to finalize three Trinity international trips in the next week or so. 

The missions committee met on April 19. Two trips will go to Haiti and an-

other to Uganda. 

 

It has been two years since a Trinity team traveled to Namusala, Uganda. In the 

past three years Trinity has forged a close relationship with Words of Hope 

minister Rev. Titus Baraka. 

 

No special skills are required for those going to help build a second classroom 

building. Trinity funds also helped build the first classroom. Even more impor-

tant than funding or construction skills is connecting with the refugees of the 

area who feel forgotten by the world. There will be opportunities to work with 
children and high school age youths. Rev. Baraka and his team have expressed 

great interest in hosting Trinity visitors. 

 

Contact Todd Te Grotenhuis soon for the July 24-Aug. 5 trip. Eight people 

have expressed an initial interest. It is estimated the cost for the trip will be 

around $2,200. 

 

The first of the two Haiti trips is already full. The overlapping trips will run 

July 22-30 and July 29-Aug. 6. Eight are traveling on the first trip and up to 16 

can make the second trip because of travel limitations. 

 
Projects will be similar to last year, with added needs for dealing with the after 

effects of last fallôs earthquake. Projects will include working with youths, 

simple facilities work and helping support community projects. Those projects 

could change as the Haitian ministries of Jean Jean, Christie, Jared and Stacie 

respond to immediate needs. 

 

In other action the committee noted that: 

Å Betty Van Engen, a missionary in Quito, Ecuador, will be in Orange City 

May 18-June 20 and is interested in having a loaner car. 

Å A request to host a Zestos food bank has been approved by deacons. 

The committee is hoping for donation of a freezer to hold food provided 

through Zestos. 
Å Funding contributions were approved for two people, Kyle Achterhoff and 

Brett Leifson traveling with Northwesternôs football team to Italy and for Jack-

lyn Punt to travel to Mexico City. 

Å Other local and area ministries, as well as future missions plans, were also 

discussed. 

Summer Schedule begins May 16th.   

Watch your bulletin and the June 

ñStoryò for more information about 

Trinityôs summer programs for kids. 


