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Time for a Decision 
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 

29:11 ESV) 

How do you know what Godôs plans are?  We know that whatever 

Godôs plans are, they are for our wholeness, our future, our hope, and 

not (thank God) for evil. 

We get the big pictureï Godôs plans for us include forgiveness in Christ, peace 

with God and others and a future home in heaven.  But how about here and now?   

There comes a time when we have to decide what God is saying to us.  Sometimes 

it is a choice between good and evil ï thatôs easy.  Sometimes it is a choice among 

good things, none of which are evil.  What then? 

Trinity Church is at such a moment.  In our search for an associate pastor, in our 

search for Godôs leading in facility planning, or in any of our lives, moments 

come when we simply must decide. 

How?  God sometimes uses direct visions through dreams (like to Paul in Acts 

16:9) or angels (Mary in Luke 1:26) or the flipping of a coin (as in Exodus 28:30).  

That would be easy! 

But other times we see two common threads:  one is prayer.  Jesus went away to 

pray the nights before he chose the disciples (Luke 6:12) and before he died (Luke 

22:39).  The apostles prayed before choosing a replacement for Judas (Acts 1:24).  

And another thread is through the collective wisdom of the body ï as in the Jeru-

salem Council (Acts 15) or the elders Paul appointed in various churches (Acts 

20:28).  These groups pray, they fast, they discern, and they decide. 

In our life together over the last few years, we have prayed, we have studied, we 
have made plans for a new facility on Jay Avenue.  The next step is that our elders 

and deacons will decide whether or not to recommend to the congregation the 

implementation of those plans.  (Cont. next page) 
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WorshipStory by Andy Keller 
Iôve often wondered why stories touch us so deeply.  Why 

do kids beg their parents to hear a story before going to 

bed?  Why can we see a movie with a hundred million dollar 
budget with all the great actors and special effects but feel like it was a 

waste of our $7.50 if it didnôt have a good story?  Why do when men meet 

for coffee or when women meet for lunch they spend their time telling sto-

ries, and often ones they have told before? 
 

Maybe itôs because the only thing that can change us is a good story.  Think 

about the story of a man who worked hard his whole life and built a nice 
little living in a quiet little town and was able to buy himself the things that 

he wanted.  That isnôt much of a story.  You wouldnôt sit through a three 

hour movie about that story would you?  Thereôs no conflict, thereôs no 
change or progression in the characters. 

 

So if none of us would want to watch a story about a hard working man 

with a nice house and a nice car and nice things, then why do so many of us 
aspire to live that story?  Or maybe the question should be when conflict 

enters our story why do we get angry at God for messing up our nice little 

life?   
 

Romans 12:1 says that we are to offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God 

and that is an act of worship.  In a sense, it is as if our very stories are acts 

of worship.  So are we going to offer our lives to God or to comfort or mate-
rialism, or pleasure?  God doesnôt say your life will be without conflict, but 

he does say that his will is good, pleasing, and perfect.  And if we do offer 

our stories to God that by the time we come to the end of our lives we will 
have a story worth telling. 

My request of all of us is that we 

pray diligently and listen closely for 

the voice of the Lord.  If the consis-

tory recommends this to the congregation, the congregation will also need to make 

a decision.  Whatever steps the Lord leads on the journey, we are Godôs people 
together.  As we pray and decide, let us love one another well and be the church to 

one another and to our world.  Our God has great plans for us. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

Time for a Decision cont. 
 
 

 

 

 
  2010 March Gleanings 

 

February Elders 
Appointed Rudy Folkerts to be General Synod Delegate 

While affirming the intention and goals of the Belhar Confession, the 

elders do not believe the document rises to the level of confessional 
status and instructed our delegates to vote against confessional 

status at the March Classis meeting.  None the less, the elders en-

couraged the staff and ministries to continue and expand an empha-

sis on multicultural initiatives. 
Approved upcoming baptisms 

Affirmed Joan Ver Steeg to assume elder Dick Van Hollandôs care 

shepherd role. 
Recommended Andrew Mead to be taken under care of classis as an 

RCA seminary student. 

 
 

February Deacons 

Reviewed end of year finances 

Worked on details with the mission team for support for a new mission 
request 

Received over $7,000 in special gifts for Haiti 

 
 

February Consistory 

Reviewed year-end finances 

Updated the job description for Associate Pastor and prayed for the per-
son who will fill that chair. 

 

 

February Leadership Team 

Received update from Mission Team 

Most of the monthôs time was spent with Facility Oversight Team.  De-
cided to recommend to consistory our building design, budget, and 

financing for a new facility on Jay Avenue.  The consistory will 

take up this recommendation at their March meeting.  If they ap-

prove the recommendation, the congregation will be asked to act on 
the recommendation before any other steps are taken. 

ConsiStory 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
   1 

10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
6:30 PM Consistory Meeting - Family 

Center 
7:00 PM Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 

2 
8:15 AM Womenôs Bible 

Study - Family 
Center 

 

3 
See Wednesday evening 

church schedule in box 

below 
 

10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting- 

Family Center 
7:00 PM Prayer Team - Prayer 

Room 

 

4 
10:00 AM Spanish Bible Study 

- Family Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 
Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

5 6 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
      
 

7 

COMMUNION 
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 

10:00 -10:50 AM Christian Education 
4:15 PM Journey - Video Venue 
 

    

  8 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Piece Makers Quilting - 

Student Center 
7:00 PM. - Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women -  Game Room  
 
 

  9 
  6:00 AM Leadership 

Team - Family 

Center 
 

  10 

See Wednesday evening 
church schedule in box 

below 
 

10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 

11 
10:00 AM Spanish Bible Study 

- Family Center 

2:00 PM Trinity Seniorsô 
Fellowship  - Family Center 
(change in time) 

7:00 PM - Worship Team 
Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

12 
  

13 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
    

 

14   
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 

4:15 PM Journey - Video Venue 
6:00 P.M. Hofmeyer Bible Study - Family 

Center 

Small Groups in homes and at church. 

  15     
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 P.M. Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 
8:30 PM Mission Team Meeting - 

Family Center 
 

  16 

8:15 AM Womenôs Bible 
Study - Family 

Center 
1:00 PM Beth Moore 

Bible Study- Family 

Center 
7:00 PM Beth Moore 

Bible Study -Family 

Center 

  17    
See Wednesday evening 

church schedule in box 

below 

 
10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 
7:00 P.M. Prayer Team - Prayer 

Room 

 
 

18 
10:00 AM Spanish Bible     

Study - Family Center 

 12:00 PM Spanish Ministry 
Meeting - Family Center 
2:00 PM Womenôs Bible Study 

of Biblical Angels - Family 
Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 

Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
 

19 
 

   

20 
 8:00 AM Clothes    
for Care- Student 

Center 
 

9:00 PM Silent 
Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

21   
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 

4:15 P.M.  Journey - Video Venue 
 

   

 
 
 

 

22 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 
7:00 PM Piece Makers Quilting - 

Student Center 
 
 

 

23  
6:00 AM Leadership 

Team - Family 

Center 
1:00 PM Beth Moore 

Bible Study - Family 

Center 
7:00 PM Beth Moore 

Bible Study - Family 

Center 

  24  
See Wednesday evening 

church schedule in box 

below 
 

10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 

 

 

25 
10:00 AM  Spanish Bible Study 

- Family Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 
Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

26 
 

 

 

27 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

  
 

  28  PALM SUNDAY 
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 

4:15 P.M. Journey - Video Venue 
6:00 P.M. Hofmeyer Bible Study - Family 

Center 

Small Groups in homes and at church 
 

29 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Spanish  Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 
7:00 PM Bethany Adoptive Momôs 

Support Group - Family Center 
 

30 
8:15 AM Womenôs Bible 

Study - Family 

Center 
1:00 & 7:00  PM Beth 

Moore Bible Study - 

Family Center 
 

31 
See Wednesday evening 

church schedule in box 

below 

 
10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 

 

 
 

  

March 2010 

Wednesday Night Activities:  

6:30 p.m. VP3 - Family Center 
6:30 p.m. Rainbow Club ages K-5th grade - Kids Center/
Pottersô Workshop 

6:30 p.m. Youth on Fire - MS Students - Student Center 
8:00 p.m. Breakaway HS Students - Student Center 



 

 

 2010 March Missions Team Report 

 

 

 

MissionStory 

 

Trinity Church is radically committed to sharing Christ with the world.  
As a national leader in the Reformed Church, below are the mission 

concerns we support.  Thanks be to God! 
David and Joy Zomer ï Sicily, Italy ï pastor Waldensian Church of 

Vittoria. 

Dick and Maja Westra ï Bahrain ï Dick surgery on his back. 

Rowland and Jane Van Es Jr. ï St. Paulôs University Limuru, 

Kenya. 
Betty Van Engen ï Quito, Ecuador ï HIV patients and homosexua-

lity. 

Chuck and Jean Van Engen ï Latin American Leadership Dev. 

Program. 

Caleb and Joanna Swart ï Ethiopia. 

Brad and Darla Olson ï Grandville, Michigan ï United Bible So-

cieties. 

Jake and Sharon Moss ï Jackson County Ministries. 

Clyde and Janet Miller ï Majestic View Ministries. 

Abraham and Sayuri Kist-Okasaki ï Tokyo, Japan. 

Peter and Kathy Kapenga ï Bahrain. 

Inspiration Hills . 
Sarah Hilkemann ï Mission to Unreached Peoples ï Plano, TX. 

Haiti, Haiti, and Haiti ï Jean Jean & Christie and Jared and Sta-

cie and Cory and Lynn Grimm.  

George and Ruth Goff ï Honduras ï pilot / new house. 

Rob and Kristi Dillingham ï Artic Barnabus Ministries, Alaska. 

Tamar and Bruce DeJong ï Bodi, India. 

Colleges and Seminaries ï Northwestern, Central, Hope, New 

Brunswick, Western, MFCA. 

Jack and Linda Buteyn ï Muscat, Oman. 

Barry and Terryl Bruce  ï Way Out Ministries, Hawaiian Gardens, 

CA. 
Nathan and Nozomi Brownell ï Japan. 

Titus Baraka and the ministry in Africa and Words of Hope as 

well. 

Amistad Cristiana ï Sioux Center. 

 

Mark your calendarôs for Trinityôs turn at The Banquet in Sioux 
Falls:   Trinity is scheduled to serve lunch on Saturday, March 20. 

This month we study the virtue of : Honestyð

choosing to be truthful in whatever you say and do.  

Memory Verse: ñThe Lord detests lying lips, but he 
delights in men who are truthful.ò Proverbs 12:22, NIV 

 

Sundayôs Bible Stories for K-5  
 

3/7 - Cover Up (Josephôs brothers lied to Jacob)  Å Genesis 37:17b-36; 45:25-28  

When youôre not truthful, you hurt the people you should care about most.  
3/14 - Backfire (Hamanôs plot to destroy the Jews) Å Esther 3; 4:8b; 5:6-10; 7:1-6, 

9b-10   Lying to hurt someone else really hurts YOU.  

3/21 - Do Over (Jesus and Zacchaeus) Å Luke 19:1-10 

Truthfulness builds friendships; dishonestly tears them down.  

3/28 - Exposed (Judas) Å John 12:3-6; Matthew 26:14-16,20-25,47-50; 27:1-5 
You can lie so much you forget what matters.  

   

This monthôs Parent Link topic is media and technology. 

ñResearch shows that children spend the bulk of each day 

plugged in or in front of a screen. That affects young people 

not only physically but mentally and spiritually as well. 

This month's newsletter is filled with tips for harnessing media and honoring God 

with our viewing and listening habits. ñ Check-it out on Trinityôs website! 

Parents: Hopefully many of you have had the opportunity to 

check out the movie To Save A Life while it was in Orange 

City the first couple of weeks in February.  I heard several 

great stories of parents and teens attending the movie to-

gether and walking away with lots to talk about and process!  
If you missed out on seeing in in the theater, it wonôt be long 

before it is out on DVD sometime in late March or early 

April. 

Just a heads up that a very great opportunity to bless Haiti is coming our way on 

Saturday, March 20, called Clothes for Care: ñLiving simply so others can simply 

live.ò  Donations of slightly used and new clothing will start being accepted next 

week and then the opportunity to buy will happen on March 20.   
 

Youth on Fire (6th-8th): 

March 3 What is love wrap-upï Desire 

March 10 TBD 

March 17 CTI Music Team Sharing 

March 24 Growth week 1 

March 31 Growth week 2 
 
 

Breakaway (9th-12th): 

March 3 What is love wrap-upï Do-overs 
March 10 Huddle Group Night 

March 17 CTI Music Team Sharing 

March 24 Discipleship week 1 

March 31 Discipleship week 2 

There will be 

Rainbow Club on   

Wednesday, 

March 31.  


