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Pastor’s Pen 
“…in its time.” 

ñThere is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 

heaven.ò  (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 

Itôs the wickedest winter in long time, but inside the walls (and out-

side) of 310 Albany Avenue, God is at work growing his kingdom.  

And the kingdom is always in season.  Here are some updates on a handful of 

ministry areas at Trinity: 

Associate Pastor Search:  A search committee has been formed, the job descrip-

tion is being revised to include more missional engagement, and we have begun to 

solicit and receive applicants.  The potential for good candidates appears strong. 

Facility Planning:  125 people participated in our January 10 meeting.  Great 

insights were shared with one another.  The next steps will include getting defini-

tive estimates from local contractors, ascertaining appropriate debt levels, and 

deciding as a consistory and congregation how God is leading us. 

Haiti Response:  Our deacons are receiving special gifts for Haiti relief that will 

go directly to our two mission partners on the ground (United Christians Interna-

tional and Many Hands for Haiti).  These special gifts will be in addition to our 

regular mission commitments. 

Lent Stories:  Sam Winn and Karen Barker are diligently assembling stories of 

our ñHeroesò who pointed us to Christ.  It promises to be a season of mutual en-

couragement. 

Summer Mission Trips:  Our Mission Team is currently making plans for two 

experiences ï one in Africa and one in Haiti.  We are hoping the Lord will allow 

us to help Titus build a school in rural Uganda for a village of displaced Sudanese 

Bari people.  In Haiti, we will return to MHH for UCI. 

Also, our ongoing ministries continue to experience a season of Godôs blessing. 

…raising up  

faithful servants  

for the harvest 
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WorshipStory by Andy Keller 
In John Chapter 4 we read about the story of Jesus and the Sa-

maritan woman.  Jesus breaks through social and racial barriers 

and meets this woman where she is at.  The woman asks an 

interesting question of Jesus once she has determined that he was a prophet.  

She asks about the place of worship.  Should it be in Jerusalem or the mountain 

where they were standing?  Jesus responds with, ñBelieve me woman, a time is 

coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jeru-

salem...Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 

Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in 

truth.ò 

It is so easy for us to get attached to place.  Some places have such great mean-

ing for us.  The place where we were married.  The place we grew up.  The 

place where we met God.  When it comes to worship, there are many other 

things besides place that can hold special meaning for us as well.  A style of 

music, a certain song, a pastor, a specific prayer or creed, and yes, even the feel 

and look of the green carpet. 

So how are we supposed to worship God in spirit in truth?  Are we supposed to 

put aside our affinities to places and pastors?  Do we forget those past meaning-

ful experiences weôve had and try to focus on right now? 

I donôt think that is what Jesus is saying.  Itôs fine to acknowledge the impor-

tance of place in our lives, but we should keep in mind that place doesnôt matter 

to God in the same way.  God doesnôt care if we worship him with a full choir 

and orchestra or if we sit around a campfire with a guitar.  It doesnôt matter to 

God if Trinity meets on Albany Ave, Jay Ave, or scattered throughout Sioux 

county in peopleôs houses.  It doesnôt make it any easier to have to change, es-

pecially if weôre really connected to the way things were.  But, it is good to 

know the truth that the curtain has been torn.  God isnôt confined to a place or a 

style of music, but he meets us wherever we are. 

A lot is going on at Trinity, but 

Kingdom work is not just 

about being busy. It is about being personal.  As we walk the journey together, fol-

lowing Christ in mission, it is my prayer that we will be diligent to listen to Godôs 

voice for our unique calling in the world.  When we let God do the growing, we 
will see that ñHe has made everything beautiful in its time.ò  (Ecclesiastes 3:11). 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor’s Pen cont. 
 

 

 

January Consistory 

 We began the New Year by answering the RCA an-
nual assessment questions.   

 

 

Noted that 2009 highlights included: 

       Mission involvement (financial and hands-on) 

Stewardship (over $1.2 million) 

VP3 (over 50 people through year 1) 

Youth and Children ministry growth  (over 240 on Wednesday nights) 

 

 

Noted challenges for 2010: 

Associate Pastor Search 
Facility planning and decisions 

 

 

January Elders 

Welcomed Ivan Dochovski by profession of faith and baptism 

Welcomed Andy and Amanda Keller as new members 

Approved upcoming baptism and communion dates 

Evaluated preaching series 

Discussed our response to the Belhar Confession, the appointment of delegates 

to classis and General Synod 

 
 

January Deacons 

Finances: We ended 2009 strong, with giving exceeding expenses by $14,000. 

Appointed Eric Anderson as point person for responding to congregational 

diaconal needs. 

Kim Jongerius will oversee meals on wheels 

 

 

January Leadership Team 

Search Committee formed (Tom Van Rooyen, Shirley Van Wechel, Michelle 

Christy, Todd Te Grotenhuis, David Vander Werff, Amy Schutt, and Rick 

Clark (Co-Chairs) 
Granted permission for Pastor Jon to use pulpit supply once per month while 

we are without an Associate Pastor. 

Made plans for Custodial substitution during Dougôs recovery 

Spent an evening in retreat with Program Staff using the book ñChurch 

Uniqueò as a guide. 

ConsiStory 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
   1 

10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
6:30 PM Consistory Meeting - 

Family Center 
7:00 PM Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 

2 
8:15 AM Womenôs Bible 

Study - Family 
Center 

6:30 PM VP3 Year 2 - 
Prayer Room 

 

3 
See Wednesday evening 

church schedule in box 

below 
 

10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting- 

Family Center 
7:00 PM Prayer Team - Prayer 

Room 

 

4 
10:00 AM Spanish Bible Study 

- Family Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 
Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

5 6 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
      
 

7 

COMMUNION 
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 

10:00 -10:50 AM Christian Education 
4:15 PM Journey - Video Venue 
 

    

  8 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Piece Makers Quilting - 

Student Center 
7:00 PM. - Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women -  Game Room  
 
 

  9 
   6:00 AM Leadership 

Team - Family 

Center 
6:30 PM VP3 Year 2 - 

Prayer room 

 

  10 

See Wednesday evening 
church schedule in box 

below 
 

10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 

11 
10:00 A.M. Spanish Bible 

Study - Family Center 

7:00 P.M. - Worship Team 
Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

12 
  

13 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
    

 

14   
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 

4:15 PM Journey - Video Venue 
6:00 P.M. Hofmeyer Bible Study - Family 

Center 

Small Groups in homes and at church. 

  15     
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 P.M. Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 
8:30 PM Mission Team Meeting - 

Family Center 
 

  16 

8:15 AM Womenôs Bible 
Study - Family 

Center 
6:30 P.M. VP3 Yr 2 - 

Prayer Room 

  17   ASH WEDNESDAY 
See Wednesday evening 

church schedule in box 

below 

 
10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 
7:00 P.M. Prayer Team - Prayer 

Room 

Kids Against Hunger during 
Youth Night 

 

18 
10:00 A.M. Spanish Bible     

Study - Family Center 

 12:00 PM Spanish Ministry 
Meeting - Family Center 
2:00 PM Womenôs Bible Study 

of Biblical Angels - Family 
Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 

Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
 

19 
 

   

20 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

21  
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 

4:15 P.M.  Journey - Video Venue 
 

   

 
 
 

 

22 
10:00 AM ESL Class - Family Center 
7:00 PM Spanish Bible Study for 

Men & Women - Game Room 
7:00 PM Piece Makers Quilting - 

Student Center 
7:00 PM Bethany Adoptive Momôs 

Support Group - Family Center 
 

 

23  
6:00 AM Leadership 

Team - Family 

Center 
6:30 PM VP3 Yr 2 - 

Prayer Room 

  24  
See Wednesday evening 

church schedule in box 

below 
 

10:00 AM Bi-Lingual Knitting - 

Family Center 

 

 

25 
10:00 AM  Spanish Bible Study 

- Family Center 

7:00 PM Worship Team 
Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 

26 
 

 

 

27 
9:00 PM Silent 

Prayer - 
Sanctuary 

  
 

  28 
8:45/11:00 AM Worship 
10:00-10:50 AM Christian Education 

4:15 P.M. Journey - Video Venue 
6:00 P.M. Hofmeyer Bible Study - Family 

Center 

Small Groups in homes and at church 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

  

Wednesday Evening Activities:  6:30 p.m. VantagePoint3 - Family Center 
    6:30 p.m.  Rainbow Club ages K-5th Grade - Kidsô Center/Pottersô Workshop 
    6:30 p.m.  Youth on Fire MS Students - Student Center 
    8:00 p.m.  Breakaway HS Students - Student Center 

February 2010 



 

 

Missions Team report, 1-25-10 

International trip plans forming for this summer: 
 

As many as 45 people could be participating in three international missions 
trips being planned by the Trinity Missions Team. The team met Jan. 25 to 

review mission opportunities and prepare for upcoming months. Dates and 

details have not been finalized for any of the trips.   
 

Missions team plans include: 
 

 

MissionStory 

Å  A trip to Namusala, Uganda, with the primary goal to complete con-
struction of a badly needed school building. Workers donôt need skills 

in modern construction. More traditional African techniques will be 

employed. Hopes are that work could also be done toward a second 

classroom building for the rapidly growing school. The project is part 
of the ministry of Rev. Titus Baraka who has preached at Trinity in 

the past. It is hoped that 8-9 people will participate. 

Å  Two trips to Haiti mirroring a pair of trips taken by Trinity members 
last summer are being planned. A wide variety of projects are avail-

able in working again with the missions of Jean Jean and Christi 

Mompremier and Jared and Stacie Nikkel. The two missions are in the 

same vicinity and Trinity has developed relationships with each. 
An early summer and late July or early August trip is being planned. 

It is hoped to have up to 18 people on each trip. 

Å  Closer to home, plans are being made for more Kids Against Hun-
ger work nights ï packaging nutritious food packets for Haiti. Current 

plans are to do this on Feb. 14 and again during youth night on Feb. 

17. Free will offerings will be taken at the events to defray the cost of 

the food. 

Å  More details on these plans and other projects will be available from 
mission team members  

This month we study the virtue of honor - ñletting 

someone know you see how valuable they really are.ò 

  

Our memory verse is: ñLove each other deeply.  Honor 

others more than yourselves.ò Romans 12:10, NIrV 

 

Sundayôs Bible Stories for K-5  
2/7 - Sword and the Stone (David and Goliath) Å 1 Samuel 17:1-58 

 Honor those who are overlooked. 

2/14 - The Brotherhood (David and Jonathan) Å 1 Samuel 18:1-4 

 Honor others more than yourself. 

2/21 - The Rebellion (David and Absalom) Å 2 Samuel 15:1-16a; 16:15; 17:22; 18:6

-7, 15, 31-33  Honor those that are over you. 

2/28 - Sound the Trumpets (David dances in honor of God) Å 2 Samuel 6:12b-22a  

Honor God out LOUD.  
 

Rainbow Club: Changes due to weather cancellations: 
Second Rotation ñJoyò will be February 3 and February 10.  

Memory Work - Psalm 95:1 and Habakkuk 3:18 

Third Rotation ñPeace/Patienceò will be February 17 and February 24. 

 Memory Work - Psalm 29:11, Psalm 106:3 
 

This monthôs Parent Link topic is obedience.  Please check-it out on the website. 

Parents: As you can see by looking below at the topics for 

Wednesday nights, we are discussing the hot topic of sex.  

Look for a letter through email, as well as, posted on the 

website for each group. It will contain what we will be talk-

ing about on those nights. 
 

I also wanted to take a minute to introduce you to Lanet 

Hane, our intern this semester.  She wrote a small bio to 

share a little bit about herself:  I am a senior student at Northwestern, planning to 

graduate in December with a Christian education major and Religion minor.  I have 

been heavily involved in youth ministry for six years, largely within camping minis-

try and hope to find a position as a camp program director in the upper Midwest 

shortly after graduation.   I am excited for the opportunity to impact the youth I am 
working with and am looking forward to learning more about behind-the-scenes and 

day-to-day ministry within the church. 
 

Youth on Fire (6th-8th): 

February 3 What is love 101? ï Sex Messaging 

February 10 TBD 

February 17 KAH Food Packaging for Haiti 

February 24 What is love 201? ï Sexual Identity 
 

Breakaway (9th-12th): 

February 3 What is love 301? ï Desire 

February 10 Car Crash Course (meet in the Game Room @ 7:30pm) 

February 17 KAH Food Packaging for Haiti 

February 24 What is love 401? ï Boundaries 
 


